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Chief & Council Meeting
First Tuesday & third Thursdays 4:30
pm
Ktunaxa Language Lessons
12:00 - 1:30pm
Every Wednesday ʔaqam Boardroom

Band Meeting 5:00 pm
September, 2016
Directors Meetings 10:00 - 12:00
pm
Kuku’qupku 6 & 20, 2016

news
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Enterprise/ ʔaqam
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Employment oppor-

tunities.


Upcoming culture
camp



Reporting wildfires



Birthdays/
Anniversaries



And many more
NOTE:

The SPCA now has
vouchers for pricing on
the spay/neuter of your
pets.
Please call the SPCA at
250–426-6751
The hours are 1– 4pm
Tuesday - Saturday
Please ask for
Brenna or Judy.

Reminder that all School Zones are “30” km an hour and that our future leaders
of the Nation attend the Daycare and School. Watch your speed!
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Trash in bins
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Language lessons 12 - 1:30
ʔaqam Boardroom
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JULY 4-8
Surveyor’s Lake
This trip will include swimming, fishing, hiking, cultural activities and crafts with special guests
from the community.
The youth group will not be joining us on the camping trip.
Tents, tarps, sleeping pads are included as well as all the food and costs during the trip.
We will meet at ʔa̓qamnik elementary school no later than 9:30 am on July 4; pickup will be 22:30 on the 8th @ ʔa̓qamnik School.

JULY 11-15
ʔAKISQ̓NUK
This camping trip will include, canoeing, swimming, fishing, hot springs trip, cultural activities
and crafts with special guests from the
community. The older youth pr ogr am will be at the
campsite for 2 of the nights and we will join up for activities.
Tents, tarps, sleeping pads are included as well as all the food and costs during the trip.
We will meet at ʔa̓qamnik elementary school no later than 9:30 am on July 11; pickup will be 22:30 on the 15th @ ʔa̓qamnik School.

August 22-26
Premier Lake
This trip will include canoeing, fishing, hiking, exploring, survival skills, cultural activities and
crafts with special guests from the community.
The older youth will not be joining
us for this trip. Tents, tarps, sleeping pads are included as
well as all the food and costs during the trip.
We will meet at ʔa̓qamnik elementary school no later than 9:30 am on Aug.22; pickup will be 22:30 on the 26th @ ʔa̓qamnik School.

GRASMERE
AUG.30-1
This will be our farewell to
summer camp. We will be swimming, exploring, horseback
riding, and crafting at this camp.
The older youth group will be joining us on this camp out. The groups will have the option to go
horseback riding on this trip; it is not mandatory to ride but is encouraged.

Disclaimer
̓
These camps are provided by the ʔaqam band for community members to enjoy the experience of camping and exploring the outdoors. Participants are expected to actively participate
in all of the activities. These camps do have a limited space and are for youth aged 8-12. Priority goes to ʔaq̓am community/band members then to Ktunaxa nation members. The camps
are offered free of charge so get your kids signed up quickly. *The camp activities may
change based on unforeseen circumstances.* Registration forms are available at the band office, Family services and the school and must be completed and returned by June 30.
For more information please contact
Rachelle Sebastion @250-426-5717 RSebastion@aqam.net
or
Becky Lewis @250-489-5183 rlewis@aqam.net

ʔAQ̓AM SUMMER ADVENTURE CAMPS

Outdoor adventure camps for ʔaq̓am community and band members that are between the ages of 8

Social Development
June 2016
Aqam Family Swim

Friday, June 10, 2016
6:00—8:00 pm
Please tell front desk person that you are with Aqam. As this is a family event, all
children under age of 16 must be supervised. Thank-you and see you then!

Youth Programming

Let Johanne know if you are interested in doing a youth event. We are trying to
get our community members to share this responsibility. You can be a con-tracted
Youth Worker. If you have any questions please contact Johanne.

Occupational Skills & Training

If you have a course that is needed for work or would like to build your capacity
please contact Johanne to apply. We also have funding set aside for the Driver’s
Program.

Employment Counselling

Johanne is available for job search, resume building, cover letter writing, interview preparation, and job maintenance. If you require a ride to drop off re-sumes,
or to get to an interview, or course schedule a time with Johanne.

Did you know?
People on Income Assistance (IA) are able to earn up to $200 without it being
deducted from their cheque. Persons With Disabilities are able to earn up to $800
without it being deducted.
People leaving IA and have a letter from their employer outlining specific job
equipment could have it covered. A one time support of up to $1000 in essential
job items is available through the Confirmed Job Supplement.

Memo to Membership
From:

ʔaq̓am Administration

Date:

2016-05-26

Re:

Petition to Amend ʔaq̓am Custom Election Regulations

On May 6, 2016 a petition with 42 signatures requesting an amendment to the ʔaq̓am Custom
Election Regulations was received. The amendment request was to add a requirement that “a
candidate must be of Ktunaxa Ancestry in order to run for Council.”
Once we received the amendment request, this triggered two events, the first was a legal review
of the request, the second was scheduling the request onto the May 17, 2016 Chief and Council
meeting agenda.
The results of the legal review were as follows:
“there is a legal risk that if the Amendment Request is approved, the Election Regulations
may be challenged pursuant to section 15 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms (the
“Charter”), which guarantees substantive equality to all, by a person who wants to be a candidate in an election and is a band member and status Indian but not of Ktunaxa ancestry.”
Chief and Council have a fiduciary duty to protect the band from any and all potential law suits
or any decision that could result in a poor opinion of the organizations practices; for this reason,
Council deemed it necessary to deny the request.
Council commended the band member, who led this request and took the time to follow the
amendment process and collect the required amount of signatures; the process was followed incredibly well.

If anyone would like to discuss the legal review that took place in further detail, please contact
Jodi Gravelle at 250.426.5717 or jgravelle@aqam.net .

Kiʔsuk kyukit ʔakinmititnis
kukuq̓upku
June 2016

2nd Ashley Sanche
June 8th Hailey Tait—Johnson 9th Loreen Allard
15th Kay Shottanana 17th Brad Alexander.
24th Harvey Thomas, Jason Kipp

Submissions

ʔaq̓am
Communications

If you would like to be added to our mailing list please contact, the St. Mary’s
Band Office.
St. Mary’s Band
Administration
250-426-5717

7470 Mission Road
Cranbrook, BC,
V1C 7E5

If you would like to have a submission added to the newsletter please have
your submission in no later than 4:30 pm on the third Wednesday of the
month.
Email or electronic submissions are required. They can be sent to the
Receptionist at aalexander@aqam.net
Please visit our website where all our newsletters are posted. www.aqam.net

